goPo

==+ PALMA SOLA

y PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ey g ™ MARCH 2020 Newsletter

OLA, PALMA SOLA!

The first Sunday in March marks the beginning of Lent, and during Lent | wil| be
preaching a series of sermons and teaching a series of Bible studies keyed {o the
Scriptures for Lent. The t heme f ofr

answers wil/l be 0in the Wil dernessj|o,
Worl d, 6, O0At the Tomb, 6, o00On A Donkley
On Easter Sunday, the Sunrise Seryv]ic
The 10 od6clock service will find Jes
t hrough April with Jesus o0l n the Hlou
Midweek Bible Study will continue at 2 PM on Wednesday, in the Church Parjor,
with the theme being on the ol AMG s
March 4 text will be John 6:3% 1 : ol Am the Bread ¢f

March 11 text wil/l be John 8:12, 9|:5
March 18 will feature two sayings:| O
Shepherdé, both from John 10.

March 25 text is John 11:25: ol Am t
Apr il 1 text wil/l be John 14: 6: oll

April 8 will conclude the series withJohn151: o1 Am t he Vi ne.

The Season of Lent is a time of preparation for the celebration of the

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior. In many churches and cultures, it is a tjme o

repentance, of selienial, of fasting. Traditionally, we Presbyterians have been
to fast, reluctant to repent, and not inclined to denying ourselves. As a schod
| was impressed by the piety of some of my classmates, who gave up things

slow
lboy,
like

chocolate and Coca Cola for Lent. | was less impressed with those who gave up

spinach, broccoli, and Brussel sprouts.
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Lent is analogous to the forty days that Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. At {he er

of the forty days, Jesus was tempted by the devil. My problem seems to be that |
tempted by the devil every day. That temptation may take the form of a piece of
cheesecake, or a chocolate donut, or a new shirt, or even a new horse, or maybe
the temptation to embellish a story and exaggerate a little bit.

am

ust

Recently, Pope Francis suggested a nlw
which we read as Ol ead us not iIinto tlem]
think we need to pray, oDeliver us ffor
the Pope, so | donot get to change tlhe

prayers, this Lenten season, that is what | am going to be praying.

When | was a youngster growing up in a house full of my aunts who were all solio
Presbyterians, the Women of the Church had a Season of Prayer arOeSedfl. It

corresponded to Lent, but they didno
and Episcopalians and Lutherans called it. My prayer for this Lenten Season will

t (
be

asking God to deliver me from temptation and from all evil. | let you know after Egster

how well the seHdenial part went.

Your Transitional Pastor,

Ted Land
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Outreach Ministry Team Update March 2020

HIGHLIGHTS OF OURWINTER SERVICE (December i February)

Service Events

vy Pen Pal letters were written to 90"2graders at Palma Sola Elementary School.

y We wrapped gifts of warm socks for adults and books for children, and wrote

Christmas cards, for those served by Our Daily Bread.

vy Gifts were purchased for the AdogFamily Christmas gift giving program at Palma

Sola Elementary School.

vy Volunteers helped with tasks such as painting, landscaping, and building a storagefjroom
on PSPCd6s first Habitat for Humanity Hai't
Y We hosted a free program, Financial Freedom for Seniors, on basic principles for
investing, spending, and giving in retirement.

Y We participated in CROP Walk to raise awareness and support for hunger relief in

Manatee County.

Collections and Offerings

vy Palma Sola DOES It 6 Done On Every Sunday. In December, we collected socks
for Our Daily Bread and toiletries for Turning Points. Twelve bags of coats and war
wear were collected and donated to Turning Points during December and January. Pur
project in February was collecting clinic and classroom supplies for Palma Sola

Elementary School.

Special Offerings. Christmas Joy Offerings went to Presbyterian workers retired argd
in need, and Presbyteriazonnected schools for communities of color. January and
February Outreach Offerings went to Our Daily Bread. Ash Wednesday Service
offerings went to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for ggasthquake relief efforts in

Puerto Rico.
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN SPRING (March A May)

Volunteer Opportunities

vy Desserts for Palma Sola Elementary School Parent/Teacher Conference
Night & Thursday, March 26. Provide a homemade dessert to feed teachers and gtaff
during Pal ma Sola El ementary Scho &bnd g P

up in the Narthex through Sunday 3/22.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN SPRING (Cont.)

Y Hope Seeds Packing d Saturday, March 28 from 10 amd noon in Fellowship Hall.

Join other volunteers to assemble seed packets to be distributed all over the world. Hbpe
Seeds is a Christian, charitable organization that seeks to improve the nutrition of the
poorest in the world by providing quality garden seed and agricultural education through

Christian missionaries and organizations. All supplies are provided and all work is doge

sitting at tablesBring a friend to pack a seed and fill a need!

Provide aMonthly Blessing Dinner for Palma Sola Elementary staff. Sign up in Narthx.
Work on the Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Home Build . Volunteers are needed

at the site every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 7:30am to noon. Sign up in
Narthex.

Volunteer atTurning Points for a variety of available jobs. Sign up in the Narthex.
Serve meals on the®Friday of each month &@ur Daily Bread . Call Don Azbell if you
would like to be a substitute server. Opportunities come up regularly.

Help sew clothing for farmworker children of2Tuesdays, ®oon, inDorcas. There is
work for those who would like to hand sew, machine sew, iron, or cut fabric pieces.

OFFERINGS AND COLLECTIONS
y Palma Sola DOES It d Done On Every Sunday. In March, we will collect tools to
help equip Habitat for Humanityds Fai tjh E
for Othersdé for Misi-n Peniel, and in [May
Special Offerings . Outreach Offerings in March will be for Our Daily Bread, and in Mg
for Meals on Wheels. One Great Hour of Sharing offerings in April will go to three
programs providing people with safety, sustenance, and hope: Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, andl@aiélopment of People.
Ongoing. The cart for nonperishable foodtems (e.g., beans, rice, cereal, canned goods)
for Our Daily Bread is always available in the Narthex. We continue to collect Campbgll
Soup labels and box tops for education to donate to Palma Sola Elementary School. four
pocket change contributed in the yellow pew envelopes will benefit F.E.L.T. (Feeding

Empty Little Tummies).

OTHER OUTREACH

vy Estate Planning Discussion 6 Wednesday, March 18 from 10-11am in the Fellowshij
Hall. Join attorney Jim Johnson for an informative presentation that will assist-oepth

planning and the distribution of assets at death, including preparation of Bwillohnson
is a certified Elder Law Attorney with Greene Hamrick Quinlan & Schermer, P.A. and
practices primarily in the areas of Probate and Trust Administration, Estate Planning, |p
Medicaid Planning and Applicatidine presentation is free and open to the community.



MARCH 2020 Newsletter Pages

OTHER OUTREACH (Cont.)

Y Mindset Class d Monday and Tuesday, April 6 and 7 .Want to learn more about
cognitive aging and how to help memory? Mindset stand¢létal stimulation
Interacting with othersN utrition, Do for others,Sleep,Exercise, andl' ime out for
selfMark your calendar for April 8 and 7" from 9:30 amd noon in the Church Parlor fo
this informative clasted by Certified Dementia Practitioner Katie Scott, this tday
program will address normal cognitive aging and memory deficiencies as well as te:
ways to develop safe and healthy stimulated environments and séttirgggrogram is
free and open to the communit§lass size is limited and reservations are

required.Contact Katie Scott at 94B66-2224 ext. 123 or sigiup in the Narthex.

vy Table for LIFE Dinner Group & Friday, March 20 at 6pm at the Manatee Public
Beach. Bring a dish to share and enjoy a sunset walk on the beach. Invite your frien
-up in the Narthex. [See our website for more information about LIFE groups which g

i.ch

Is! Si
re

open for all to enjoji members, family, friends, and visitors. In February, Active LIFE Biked

from Robinson Preserve to the beach for breakfasDecembeiTable for LIFE held a ch
dinner and decorated cookies for Cookie Walk, GO in LIFE held an AJtarstmas Party

and Active LIFE had fun playing cornhole and other games.]
vy February Retrospective .52 people enjoyed he movi e OHarri et

, 0

Tubman, on February™On February 23, Pack 22 served a wonderful fundraiser pangake

breakfast in the Fellowship Hall, and we hosted the SunCoast Blood Mobile in our p
lot. On February 2%, the Bradenton Ukulele Movement held a jam sessiontaingg in

the Fellowship Hall with music from the heart with a smile.

arking

Mission Spotlight:

Mision Peniel in Immokalee
5|l mmokal ee (from the Semin

ol e

" supplies 90% of the winter tomatoes grown in the United

- Immokalee plant, harvest, and process those tomatoes
_with a substantial number of other crops. Their day begi
< arly with a long wait for buses which transport the
“workers to the fieldsd sometimes over two hours away.
Although traveling consumes a significant amount of the
workday, workers are paid only for the buckets of crops

filled. To earn the $500 necessary to pay the weekly rent

P,, Penie| bucketsd 32,000 pounds ofL6 tons & in one week, under
difficult working conditions. And that pays only the rent.

. States. The thousands of migrant farm workers who Iive{n

they pick. Buckets weigh approximately 32 pounds wher

a family of four, a working couple would have to pick 100p

long
S

for
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Migrant farm workers are the poorest of all
workers. Because 65% of their meager incon: "
IS spent on housing, little money is left for oth(®
essentials. The harsh reality for most is that

they struggle to afford the very food they

harvest. And that is where Mision Peniel step

in to help.

Mision Peniel exists to give the farm workers .
Immokalee a place to find spiritual renewal food for their bodies, cIothlng and other

and financial contributions.
Here are the ways through which oPeni e}
Friday Distribution,2 -6:30 pm 0 every Friday of the year except Good Frlday
Y Hot meal for 400700 people
vy Groceries and fresh produce
vy Clothing and commodities
Through the Week:
Sunday evening worship
Womendos fell owshi
Meal delivery to isolated individuals
Pastoral care and counseling

Mission garden care
In January, Pastor Ted and members of Palma
Sol adbs Outreach Team
facility and the Immokalee area, seeing firstha
the importance of this ministry. Housing for
farmworkers was extremely overpriced and
conditions were poor. Resources for food,
clothing, and basic necessities were £ o T TR
geographically limited. Mision Peniel is a brlght spot in the migrant communlty, conn
those in need with available services. Through our financial support of this ministry agd
the Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance, Palma Sola is partnering in this process. Listergfor
future programs and volunteer opportunities being planned by the Outreach Team whgre

we can provide additional support of this community and their needs.




Scout Sunday

On February & we were blessed

to welcome our Scouts BSA for a

special Scout Sunday worship. It

was great to see so many young

people, their parents, and Palma

Sola members gathered together

to renew their commitment to Scouting on our campus. Prior to the worship
service, many people enjoyed a pancake breakfast fund raiser hosted by Pack 2.
in Fellowship Hall. A great day was had by all!

; DORCAS MEETI NG
MENS MI NI ST ; MARCH 10t h

9: 00-1a2n 00-Fe | owsh.l 0

FELLOWSHI
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Come and join

and |ively [ 'H ZLOO EH VHZLQJ VXPPHU
series begins i WRSV IRU WKH SUHVFKF

:FKLOGUHQ :

See schedule F\"i\/é’ewlo?’UId l ove t o
‘sewer s t o sl §ow o@tler it

:children in need. :
For More | nfo pon

Nancy Sl ocum:

- - Fo) :

sl ocumnl @msn. ccom
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